
 

 

 

 

Why study History? 

Learn from the past, shape the future. 

History challenges you to think critically about the past and 
how it shapes the world today. You’ll analyse evidence, 
interrogate interpretations, and construct your own 
arguments while developing independent research, 
discussion, and essay-writing skills. Lessons are 
discussion-based, encouraging curiosity and enquiry, 
preparing you for further study or a wide range of careers. 

What will I study? 

COMPONENT 1: BREADTH STUDY  
1C The Tudors: England, 1485-1603  

Part 1: Consolidation of the Tudor Dynasty: England 
1485-1547 An investigation of the reigns of Henry VII and 
Henry VIII.  

Part 2: England: Turmoil and Triumph, 1547-1603  
An investigation of ‘the Mid-Tudor Crisis’, 1547-1563 and 
the triumph of Elizabeth, 1563-1603. 

 

COMPONENT 2: DEPTH STUDY  
2Q The American Dream: Reality and Illusion, 1945-1980  

Part 1: Prosperity, Inequity and Superpower status, 
1945-1963 An investigation of the era of President Truman 
and Post-war USA; the policies of President Eisenhower 
and periods of Crisis; the policies of John F Kennedy and 
the ‘New Frontier’.  

Part 2: Challenges to the American Dream, 1963-1980  
An investigation into the Johnson, Nixon and post Nixon 
Presidencies and the challenges faced during each period. 

 

COMPONENT 3: HISTORICAL INVESTIGATION   
[Non-Exam Assessment NEA]  

This is a historical enquiry of approximately 3000-3500 
words with a limit of 4500. The study will focus on the 
collapse of British rule in India from 1857-1947. Students 
will choose their own question based on a range of 
examples. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where could History lead in the future? 

History develops research, critical thinking, and persuasive 
writing skills ideal for law, politics, journalism, education, 
and public service. It’s respected by universities and 
employers for its intellectual rigour and versatility. 

What subject combinations work well alongside 
History? 

Pairs well with: English Literature, Philosophy or Geography.  
Develops research, analysis, and communication skills. 
Useful for law, journalism, education, or public service. 

  

Examination Board: AQA 
Qualification: A Level 

SUBJECT ENTRY  
GUIDANCE 

Grade 5 in History is recommended.  

Grade 5 or above in English Language is an 
advantage. 

CONTACT: Mr H Campbell  
history.contact@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk 
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