
 

 

 

 

Why study Music? 

Create, perform, and understand. 

A-Level Music develops your skills in performing, 
composing, and listening with understanding. You’ll explore 
a diverse range of set works, deepening your musical 
knowledge while fostering creativity and self-expression. 
Engaging, challenging, and academically rigorous, this 
course is respected by top universities and offers a fulfilling 
journey into the world of music. 

What will I study? 

Music A Level covers all three main musical disciplines of 
performing, composing and listening with understanding 
(appraising). The course has been designed to engage and 
extend your appreciation of the diverse and dynamic 
heritage of music.   

Set Works – an engaging and varied range of set works to 
nurture in-depth musical understanding:  

The Western Classical Tradition:   

• The Development of the Symphony 1750-1900.   
• Set work- Haydn London Symphony  

Into the Twentieth Century 1895-1935:   

• Set works- Poulenc and Debussy  

Rock and Pop 1960-2000:   

• Pop, Rock, Soul and Funk   
• Various Artist and bands  

This course is tailored to the student’s ability and 
preference. Students will choose either composition or 
performance to be 35% of the final grade and therefore the 
remaining skill is worth 25% of the final grade.    

PERFORMING  

Students have the opportunity to extend and develop their 
solo and ensemble performance skills, leading to a 
performance (lasting approx. 8 minutes) in the final year of 
the course.  

Over the two years, you will continue to learn  
an instrument or sing to a high standard. We will arrange 
FREE one-to-one lessons for you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

COMPOSING  

Students are encouraged to compose in a variety of styles- 
submitting a composition portfolio (2 compositions) in the 
final year of the course.  

APPRAISING 40%  

A Level 2hours 15mins exam  

The Development of the Symphony 1750-1900  
Set work- Haydn London Symphony  

Set works- Poulenc and Debussy  

Pop, Rock, Soul and Funk   
Various Artist and bands  

Where could Music lead in the future? 

Music opens the door to an exciting range of careers, both 
within and beyond the industry. Whether performing, 
composing, teaching, producing, or managing, the 
opportunities are as diverse as they are inspiring. With the 
rise of digital media, new pathways are emerging in 
marketing, PR, technology, and film and television. 
Studying Music sharpens creativity, discipline, and 
confidence. 

What subject combinations work well alongside 
Music? 

Pairs well with: Mathematics, English, Art and Design, 
Drama, Dance, or Performing Arts. Enhances performance, 
creativity, and technical skills. Ideal for music degrees, 
performing arts, or media careers. 

  

Examination Board: EDUQAS 
Qualification: A Level 

SUBJECT ENTRY  
GUIDANCE 

Grade 5 in Music and a Grade 4 on an 
instrument is recommended.  

Students who are committed to studying Music, 
even if they have not completed GCSE, would 
be well-suited to this course if they can 
demonstrate a skill and passion for the subject. 

CONTACT: Mrs S Cooper 
scooper@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk 
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