
 

 

 

 

Why study Music BTEC? 

Create, perform, and understand music. 

BTEC Music lets you perform, compose, and analyse 
across a wide range of styles. You’ll develop musical 
theory, creativity, and performance skills, gaining discipline 
and collaboration experience — valuable both on stage and 
beyond. 

What will I study? 

There are three areas of study in Year 12 and three in Year 
13, all are equally weighted:  

LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE  

Music Performance Techniques: The aim of this unit is to 
enable learners to develop their techniques for both solo 
and group performance, from practice through to 
performance.   

Working and Developing as a Music Ensemble: 

• Understand the elements of musical ensembles  

• Be able to plan, develop and perform as a musical 
ensemble   

Music Project - how to put on your own gigs: 

• To prepare and work as a member of a team towards a 
live event  

• To prepare individually for the live event carrying out 
appropriate responsibilities  

• To contribute to the performance to a technically 
acceptable level   

• To understand the complete process for delivering a 
live event.   

LEVEL 3 SUBSIDIARY DIPLOMA  

Pop Music in Practice: 

The term ‘pop music’ is used here to refer to the music, 
predominantly songs, that have formed the  

backbone of the music recording industry from 1950 to the 
present day. You will trace developments, get ‘inside the 
music’ and perform in a range of pop styles.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Music in the Community:  

In this unit, you will explore the context and function of 
community music-making. You will develop practical skills 
in running workshop activities and contribute to a real-life 
community project. Careful planning, monitoring and 
evaluation of the process are central to its success and 
potential.   

Then choose one from:   

• Musical Theatre in Practice  
• Classical Music in Practice  
• Solo Music Performance Skills  
• Singing Techniques & Performance  
• The Sound & Music Industry  
• Studying Music from around the World  

Where could Music BTEC lead in the future? 

BTEC Music opens the door to a dynamic and practical 
range of careers in the music and creative industries. From 
performance, songwriting, and production to sound 
engineering, promotion, and artist management, the 
opportunities are endless. With digital media reshaping the 
industry, new roles continue to emerge in marketing, PR, 
technology, and film and television. The course builds 
creativity, confidence, and technical expertise. 

What subject combinations work well alongside 
Music BTEC? 

Pairs well with: Mathematics, English, Art and Design, 
Drama, Dance, or Performing Arts. Enhances performance, 
creativity, and technical skills. Ideal for music degrees, 
performing arts, or media careers. 

  

Examination Board: Edexcel 
Qualification: Level 3 BTEC Nationals 

SUBJECT ENTRY  
GUIDANCE 

Grade 5 Music is recommended but is not 
essential. 

Students who are committed to studying Music 
BTEC, even if they have not completed GCSE, 
would be well-suited to take this course if they 
can demonstrate a skill and passion for the 
subject. 

CONTACT: Mrs S Cooper 
scooper@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk 
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