
 

 

 

 

 

Why study Performing Arts? 

Express yourself on stage. 

This course is ideal if you want to develop your skills in 
performance or production support and gain a deep 
understanding of the performing arts industry. You’ll build 
practical techniques, critical analysis, and transferable 
skills like teamwork, confidence, time management, and 
problem-solving, preparing you for further study or careers 
in performance and production. 

What will I study? 

LEVEL 3 CERTIFICATE 

During the year you will follow two mandatory units: 

Investigating Practitioners’ Work 
Focusing on practical skills and techniques in a range of 
performing arts disciplines, critical analysis skills and 
contextual understanding of practitioners’ work; gaining a 
taste and an appreciation of performing arts through 
knowledge and experience of the performance process.   

Developing Skills and Techniques for Live Performance 
You will also have the opportunity to develop a range of 
skills, techniques and personal attributes which will be 
valuable across all areas of future study. 

LEVEL 3 EXTENDED CERTIFICATE 

Group Performance 
During this year you will follow a further mandatory unit 
which will focus on a group performance, where you will 
develop the essential psychomotor and affective skills 
essential for the performing arts. You will develop physical 
techniques as well as wider transferable skills, such as 
being able to work collaboratively, personal management 
and organisation (rehearsals, time-management), being 
able to give and take direction, confidence in front of an 
audience, problem solving (refining the process) and 
teamwork. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Where could Performing Arts lead in the future? 

Opportunities in acting, choreography, directing, stage 
management, teaching, and wider roles in media or 
education. 

What subject combinations work well alongside 
Performing Arts? 

Pairs well with: Drama, Dance, Music, or English Literature. 
Strengthens performance, creativity, and technical skills. 
Ideal for theatre, musical theatre, or arts-related degrees. 

  

Examination Board: Edexcel 
Qualification: Level 3 BTEC Nationals 

SUBJECT ENTRY  
GUIDANCE 

Grade 4 in Drama or Dance is recommended 
but is not essential. 

Students who are committed to studying 
Performing Arts, even if they have not 
completed GCSE, would be well-suited to this 
course if they can demonstrate a skill and 
passion for the subject. 

CONTACT: Miss M Serrechia 
drama.contact@williamhoward.cumbria.sch.uk 
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