PHILOSOPHY

Examination Board: AQA
Qualification: A Level

Why study Philosophy?
Think deeply, question everything.

Philosophy challenges you to tackle some of humanity’s
biggest questions about knowledge, reality, ethics, mind,
and belief. You’ll develop skills in analysis, argument, and
evaluation through seminar-style lessons, debate, and
independent study. Engaging and academically rigorous,
the course provides excellent preparation for university and
combines well with a wide range of subjects.

What will | study?
YEAR 12
Epistemology (theory of knowledge) - What can we know?

Can we be sure that there is a world around us? Is there
anything we can be sure of at all? What is knowledge? Do
we learn everything through experience or is some
knowledge innate?

Moral Philosophy — How do we decide what is right or
wrong?

A study of three ethical theories: Utilitarianism (we should
do whatever brings the best consequences), Kant’s
deontology (we should always follow the rules), and virtue
ethics (we should do what develops a good character).

Between Year 12 and 13 each student will complete an
independent enrichment project on an area of philosophy
of their choice. This will be presented to the class in
September.

YEAR 13

The Metaphysics of Mind — Are my mind and body
separate?

What is the relationship between the body and the mind?
What is consciousness? Is there a difference between a
mind and a computer? If you swapped brains with
someone which person would be you?

The Metaphysics of God — Can it be rational to believe in
God?

What arguments have been presented for God’s existence,
and can they be criticised? If there were a God, can the
existence of suffering be explained? Could an all-powerful
God create a stone He couldn’t lift?
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Where could Philosophy lead in the future?

Philosophy prepares you for diverse careers in law, politics,
journalism, and academia. You’ll gain critical reasoning,
ethical awareness, and communication skills that help you
think clearly and argue persuasively in any profession.

What subject combinations work well alongside
Philosophy?

Pairs well with: History, English Literature or Psychology.
Strengthens critical thinking, ethics, and reasoning.
Excellent for law, humanities, or analytical careers.

SUBJECT ENTRY
GUIDANCE

Grade 5 in Religious Education is an advantage
but taking the subject at GCSE is not essential.

Grade 5 or above in English Language is an
advantage.
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