PRODUCT DESIGN

Examination Board: AQA
Qualification: A Level

Why study Product Design?
Design solutions that shape the future.

If you enjoy creatively solving problems, designing and
making products, and understanding the theory behind
materials and manufacturing, this course is for you. You’ll
explore CADCAM, investigate materials, and examine the
relationship between design, production, and marketing,
while developing independence, practical skills, and an
appreciation of influential designers.

What will | study?
During the course you will:
e Design and make products to solve problems.

e Investigate materials and associated manufacturing
processes.

e Develop knowledge of CADCAM and integrate into
your design.

e (Gain a greater appreciation of the relationship
between design, materials, manufacture and
marketing, including industrial applications.

e Be able to work with a range of materials: wood,
metal, plastics and graphic media (you may specialise
in one material or combine them to design, model and
manufacture your products).

e Develop an appreciation of designers.

In Year 12 you will be guided through a series of design and
make activities where you will respond to a set context.
Alongside theory lessons with essay style questions to
complete, Year 12 will prepare you for Year 13.

In June of Year 12 the contexts are decided upon by the
students and staff for the major design and main projects.
Students are expected to respond to this independently by
working through the design process to deliver a final
product which is fit for purpose. This is worth 50%

Two papers are completed at the end of Year 13, worth
50%. A good knowledge of Mathematic is required as this
will be tested in the final exam and worth up to 15%.
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Where could Product Design lead in the future?

Product Design leads to creative and technical careers in
industrial design, architecture, engineering, or
manufacturing. You’ll gain skills in problem-solving,
innovation, and sustainable design — ideal for shaping the
products of the future.

What subject combinations work well alongside
Product Design?

Pairs well with: Art and Design, Mathematics, Physics, or
Business Studies. Combines creativity with practical
problem-solving. Prepares for design, engineering, or
architecture degrees and careers.

SUBJECT ENTRY
GUIDANCE

Grade 6 in Design Technology or Resistant
Materials is recommended. A strong grade 5 will
be considered.

Grade 5 or above in Maths and English is an
advantage.
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