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Curriculum  Statement

H&SC

Our primary aim is for all students to strive for personal excellence and demonstrate a 
commitment to learning, whilst aiming to fulfil their potential.  Our working environment is fully 
inclusive, where every student is valued for who they are and who they could become.  The 
courses offered within the department aim to give students the knowledge and skills needed by 
someone considering working with people in a child, health or social care setting.  We have 
a successful track record where students achieve the qualifications they need to be successful, not 
only in life, but in jobs in the child, health and social care sector, such as Early Years Educators, 
Social Work, Midwifery, Nursing and many more.  The Departments vision is to enhance each 
student as a person through confidence building and encouraging  a positive 'can do' attitude.  It is 
paramount that students who undertake our subjects become confident young people who make 
a positive contribution to their community, and society as a whole.

Our approach to teaching and learning supports the specialist vocational nature of the subjects 
taught.  There is a fine balance between practical skill development and knowledge 
requirements.  The teaching covers knowledge, skills and values needed in the child, health and 
social care sectors.
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Rationale KS4

H&SC

In Years 10 and 11 for both subjects' students study 
Technical Award Level 1 / 2. These courses provide an 
introduction to the child, health and social sectors.  Within Child 
Development you will study Children's Development, which 
looks at children aged 0 – 5 years old,  Play and Learning, which 
looks at how play underpins learning and sets the tone for the 
rest of childhood, and what the adults role is within this play, 
learning and development.  This course provides students with 
skills and knowledge and prepares them for work in variety of 
locations.

In Health and Social Care the units studies provide a solid groundwork for working in the industry, 
whether this is in a school, hospital, care home or other facility.  The units cover a wide range, and 
knowledge is built up over the course.  The units covered are Human Lifespan Development, Health and 
Social Care Services and Values and Health and Wellbeing.



Respect | Resilience | Responsibility    Be the best you can be!

IN
TE

N
T

Rationale KS5

H&SC

Within KS5 many students opt both subjects with a clear aim to work in 
the Child, Health or Social field.  However, this is not compulsory.  In KS5 
students can study Level 3 National Extended Certificate in Childrens Play, 
Learning and Development and/or National Extended Certificate in Health 
and Social Care.  Our approach to teaching and learning supports the 
vocational nature of these subjects; it gives a balance of practical skill 
development and knowledge requirements needed to be 
successful.  Students on the CPLD course undertake a placement in Year 13 
which allows them to gain skills, knowledge and hands on experience that 
cannot be taught in a classroom environment.  We also visit a local feeder 
school to observe teaching in the EYFS taking place.  Students will develop 
academic knowledge applying their learning to actual events within the 
sector.  We encourage student reflection, a necessary skill needed for work 
in this sector.  The broad range of units covered in both CPLD and HSC 
allow for greater wealth of knowledge of the sector, allowing a wider range 
of opportunities once study is complete.
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Curriculum Overview

H&SC

Term 1 Term 2 Term 3
Tech Award Level 1/2 in 

Child Development

Year 10

Component 1 – Internally assessed

Children’s Growth and Development

Component 2 – Internally assessed

Learning Through Play

Tech Award Level 1/2 in 

Child Development

Year 11

Component 2 – Internally assessed

Learning Through Play

Component 3 – Externally assessed

Supporting Children to Play, Learn and Develop

Tech Award Level 1/2 in 

Health and Social Care

Year 10

Component 1 – Internally assessed

Human Lifespan Development

Component 2 – Internally assessed

Health and Social Care Services and 

Values

Tech Award Level 1/2 in 

Health and Social Care

Year 11

Component 2 – Internally assessed

Health and Social Care Services and Values

Component 3 – Externally assessed

Health and Wellbeing

Pearson Level 3 Alternative Academic 

Qualification

BTEC National in

Health and Social Care

(Extended Certificate) Year 12

Unit 1 – Externally assessed

Human Lifespan and Development

Unit 6 – Internally assessed

Safe Environments in Health and 

Social Care

Unit 2 – Externally 

assessed

Human Biology 

and Health

Pearson Level 3 Alternative Academic 

Qualification

BTEC National in

Health and Social Care

(Extended Certificate) Year 13

Unit 2 – Externally assessed

Human Biology and Health

Unit 3 – Internally assessed

Principles of Health and Social 

Care Practice

Level 3 National Extended Certificate in 

Health and Social Care

Year 13 Legacy course

Unit 2 – Externally assessed

Working in Health and Social Care

Unit 12 – Internally assessed

Supporting Individuals with Additional Needs
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Vocabulary

H&SC

Key terms underpin everything that is taught in both Health and Social Care and Child 
Development.  Students are encouraged to keep a glossary of terms which are added to throughout the 
duration of the course.

Key terms, and industry specific terms are:

Introduced      Explained      Taught      Contextualised      Cemented      Implemented
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How We Maintain High Standards of Presentation

H&SC

Coursework preparation is done on the computer, and all student are encouraged to organise their 
electronic files according to the AO.  Coursework is communicated electronically, using ariel, calibri or 
new times roman font.  Font size 12 for content and 14 for headings.  This is a stipulation from the 
exam board.  When working in books presentation maters sticker is displayed and basic presentation 
rules are followed.
Titles underlined with a ruler, spelling mistakes neatly corrected, write in black or blue ink, diagrams 
labelled, and any illustrations/diagrams done in pencil.  Key terms are highlighted, in class work and 
exam practice.
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What Feedback Looks Like in Child Development and 
Health & Social Care

H&SC

Formative 
feedback for KS4 
PSA draft

Summative 
feedback for KS4 
on the Pearson 
paperwork

Summative feedback on KS5 
coursework on the BTEC 
paperwork

In Child Development and 
Health and Social Care verbal 
feedback is happening 
throughout each 
lesson.  Verbal feedback 
ensures students are on task 
and can access the work.  In 
preparation for exams exam 
questions and papers are 
completed, and we conduct 
self, peer and teacher 
marking of these, with notes 
on the work as formative 
feedback.  Summative 
assessment is teacher 
marked and fed back to 
students to ensure they 
know progress is being 
made.
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Skills Progression

H&SC

KS4
In KS4, in both subjects, 
students are taught how to 
progress and develop their 
skills in order to move up 
the mark bands.  They are 
taught the difference 
between, and how to 
progress from limited – 
adequate – good – 
comprehensive.

KS5
In KS5 students build on skills 
learnt in KS4.  The skills learnt 
build, and students learn to 
progress through the grade 
mark bands.

The very nature of our courses is skills learning in its own right. The subjects 
are relatable and relevant to everyday and working life, with real-life contexts 
and examples from the sector.
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Lesson Expectations

H&SC

Lessons in Child Development and Health and Social Care mostly follow a pattern. All elements are 
included in the lessons, the duration of these varies from topic to topic.

Retrieve
Examples of retrieval 
include:
• Questions and 

answers
• Recap
• Terminology review

Explain/Input
Examples of explanation/input 
include:
• Teacher talk
• Video
• Case study work

Task/Application
Examples of 
task/application include:
• Independent writing
• Case study questions
• Exam questions
• Coursework write 

up/PSA
Reflect
Examples of reflection 
include:
• Evaluations
• End of section questions
• Coursework/PSA 

improvements
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How We Assess in Child Development and
Health & Social Care

H&SC

In KS4 students complete 3 units to achieve the course.  2 units are PSA (Pearson set assignments) which 
are coursework units set by the exam board, and a final exam.
In KS5 students complete 4 units to achieve the course.  2 are coursework units and 2 are exams.
Marking of all the coursework follows the BTEC framework.  Assignment briefs are set externally and all 
the BTEC guidelines are followed.
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Live Marking in Child Development and
Health & Social Care

H&SC

KS4 & KS5

During learning phases, live marking is completed, and feedback is verbal as students complete work on 
computer.

During modules of coursework, live feedback is used in the form of verbal feedback as needed.

Individual feedback during lessons occurs frequently where misconceptions are addressed, and advice 
given on how to develop and improve.

Staff keep records on who is visited ensuring all students are included in a 3-week cycle.IM
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Reading in Child Development and
Health & Social Care

H&SC

Whilst it is not necessary to purchase the textbooks we use 
them in lessons.  Students are also taught how to manipulate 
information from case studies and how to read them correctly 
and link.  Students are encouraged to read industry information 
to refine this skill.

Students studying Children's Play, Learning and 
Development are also expected to read the EYFS 
Framework.
Key terms previously unknown by students are to be 
researched and then contextualised.
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Adaptive Teaching 

H&SC

All individual student needs are taken into account and teaching is adapted for those 
individuals.  Annotated seating plans are in use with strategies included for individual 
students.  

These are few of the many 
ways teaching is adapted 
in Child Development and 
Health and Social Care 
lessons.
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Homework / Stretch / Independent Study

H&SC

KS4

In KS4 homework is set leading up to the PSA.  Homework is a research task that informs the 
following lesson.  During the writing of the PSA, the formative assessment window, homework 
cannot be set, and students cannot progress on PSA outside of lesson time.
During the examined unit homework will be exam questions based on the topic being taught, 
which are to be completed in their books.

KS5

In KS5 we want to promote independent learning and students are encouraged to 
complete extra reading around the subject being covered and share their findings in 
class.  During the coursework window students are to ensure that they are working on this 
independently.  In preparation for exams students are given exam questions to complete 
based on the learning in that lesson.
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How we develop character beyond the walls of the classroom

H&SC

As a department we have many local industry links.
Year 12/13 CPLD students visit local primary schools, 
and we have speakers in school who share their 
industry knowledge. Year 13 CPLD students must go 
on relevant placement in order to pass the course.

I liked showing 
the sixth form 

my phonics 
work – Jack 4

Seeing phonics in 
action allowed me to 
see, first hand, how it 
can benefit children 

and use this 
information in my 

exam – Ruby Year 12

Seeing the classroom 
displays, after being 
taught about their 

importance made me 
fully aware of their 

benefits to children's 
learning – Melissa year 

12
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